SLABTOWN

no come-back. From that time on the day operator, an
indolent chap, often used Andy to substitute for him.
If he had read the signs correctly, he would have known
his job was in danger.
Business expanded and soon Andy was doing an oper-
ator's work on a messenger's pay. This didn't suit him
at all. He determined upon a spectacular demonstration
of his ability. Years later he thus described his coup:
It was then the practice for us to receive the
messages on a running slip of paper, from which the
operator read to a copyist, but rumors had reached
us that a man in the "West had learned to read by
sound and could really take a message by ear. This
led me to practice the new method. One of the
operators in the office, Mr. MacLean, became expert
at it, and encouraged me by his success. I was sur-
prised at the ease with which I learned the new lan-
guage. One day, desiring to take a message in the
absence of the operator, the old gentleman who acted
as copyist resented my presumption and refused
to "copy** for a messenger boy. I shut off the paper
slip, took pencil and paper and began taking the
message by ear. I shall never forget his surprise. He
ordered me to give him back his pencil and pad, and
after that there was never any difficulty between
dear old Courtney Hughes and myself. He was my
devoted friend and copyist.
Soon after this incident Joseph Taylor, the oper-
ator at Greensburg, thirty miles from Pittsburgh,
wishing to be absent for two weeks, asked Mr.
Brooks if he could not send someone to take his
place. Mr. Brooks called me and asked if I thought